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The beds of some of these old tanks afford a very profitable dry cul-
tivation from the rich alluvium they contain, but of many the re-con-
struction appears advisable, as mere reservoirs for the use of cattle ;
especially in the black lands where drought is often most severely felt.
It is not from the mere "quantity contained in their own beds, that
these small tanks derive their chief value, but from the supplies they
yield to springs, from which, wells formed within their influence,
are fed.
The river-channels of Bellary are of two classes, the first of which
issuing from the ToongabMra, are all maintained by annicuts; the
second and most numerous kind are those drawn from the Pennar,
Huggry, Ohitravutee, and inferior streams, none of which are arti-
ficially raised.
In both cases irrigation is confined to very narrow limits on the
banks of the rivers, but the Toomboodra channels are certain and
superabundant in their supply ; while in the secondary channels, the
scarcity of water is often such, as to render the crops very precarious,
and occasion serious quarrels among the ryots, whose labours under
the most favourable circumstances, are unremitting, and severe.
No material change has taken place in the great Toongabftdra
channels, of which, owing to the comparatively small extent of depen-
dant land, the aggregate net revenue after all deductions for repairs,
&c. is not more than 1,30,000 Rupees.
The annicuts constructed of large masses of uncemented stone, are
maintained in efficiency ; and the channels undergo an annual clear-
ance which preserves the regular flow of water, the yearly cost of
these works being about 16,000. But in the revenue derived from
secondary channels, a sensible decline has been experienced within the
last half century, owing apparently to the want of sufficient care to
preserve the lands from the attacks of the river, and also from the
overwhelming sands, drifted up by the high, and prevailing westerly
wind.
The Banks of the Pennar and Hftggry, chiefly consist of soft loamy
soil, readily yielding to the violent current of the river freshes, the
annual encroachments of which on the field are very perceptible ; as
well as the injuries thus occasioned to the channels, by being brought
in close proximity to the bed of the stream, in which some have be-
come entirely absorbed.
The enormous enwumilatiorL of sand on the cast bank of the rivers'